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end he returned to the Court about the middle of November.
The King had followed his usual custom of moving, with his
Court, from place to place during the autumn. From West-
minster he had gone to Hampton Court. Then he had stayed
for short times in turn at Oatlands, Woking, Guildford, and
Chobham. From Chobham he had gone to Windsor. Returning
to London early in November, he had taken up his residence
at Whitehall and then moved to Ely place.
When Surrey arrived at the Court he found there an unwonted
undercurrent of unrest. He could feel the uncertainty of the
officials. They treated him almost rudely one moment and
very graciously the next. Rumors of intrigue were unusually
strong. As no definite information had been permitted to reach
Norfolk of the seriousness of the dangerous fever which had
attacked the King while he was at Windsor, Surrey was prob-
ably puzzled until he saw his Majesty. One look at his Majesty
at Ely place, however, immediately made the situation clear.
Henry VIII's ill health was obvious. His diseased leg and corpu-
lent body had become so unwieldy that at times he could neither
walk nor stand. Mechanical contrivances had to be used in
moving the person of his Royal Highness from room to room
and floor to floor. That he could not live much longer was ap-
parent. Prince Edward would soon succeed to the throne. The
new King, a child of only nine years, would be but a puppet.
"Who should rule?" was the question which was causing the
unrest at the Court. The possibilities occupied every mind while
every tongue voiced opinions and desires more or less openly.
Henry VIII had been steering a middle course. Should the
Party of Reform or the Party of Reaction gain control upon
Henry VDTs death? Would the Earl of Hertford be Regent?
Or would the Duke of Norfolk gain that office, and as Regent
control England?
In the midst of such uncertainty Surrey was not one to hide
his convictions or hold his tongue. When in his presence any-
one questioned who would be Regent during the minority of
Prince Edward he declared that there should be no question in
the matter. At this time only two men in England could claim
the title of duke. The Duke of Norfolk was one. The other